
2000s 1958-2008
Top-up fees for university
students are introduced in
England and Wales. This policy is
influenced by study findings
showing how a university degree
affects future earnings.

The ‘baby bond’ scheme, aimed at
providing a nest-egg for 18-year-olds,
is announced by the Chancellor,
Gordon Brown. The initiative is
underpinned by the study’s findings
on the health and social benefits of
asset ownership in early adulthood. 

Paid maternity leave is extended from 18
to 26 weeks. The decision stems partly
from NCDS research revealing how
maternal employment in the first year of
life impacts on children’s development.  

NCDS evidence showing that upgrading adult
basic skills leads to improved employment, health
and social outcomes is used by the Moser
Committee (1997-1999). Its recommendations
trigger the ‘Skills for Life’ strategy and initiatives
such as the ‘Gremlins’ TV campaign. 

A government-commissioned independent
inquiry into Inequalities in Health includes
evidence from the study. Its report
contributes to the establishment of Health
Action Zones. 

The Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, promises to abolish
child poverty by 2020.
This pledge, and the
establishment of the Sure
Start programme for
pre-school children, are
influenced by NCDS
findings showing the
long-term consequences
of childhood disadvantage. 

Two-thirds of men and over 7 in 10
women are married.
Two-thirds of women and about 6 in 10
men are parents. 
About 9 in 10 men and two-thirds of
women are in paid work. 
About 7 in 10 men and women are
owner-occupiers. 
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3 Two-thirds of women
say they do most of the
cooking and a quarter
say it is shared equally
with their partner.        
Nearly three-quarters
of men say they do
most of the DIY and 
1 in 5 says it is shared
equally with their
partner.   
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2 A third of men and women
say they are in excellent
health but a third have a
long-standing illness.  
Two-thirds of men and half
of women drink alcohol on
2 or 3 days a week or
more, about a quarter of
men and women smoke,
and over half of men and
women exercise regularly. 
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50 years of the 
National Child Development Study
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1990 Poll Tax Riots and the
end of Thatcherism

1994 Nelson Mandela elected
President of South Africa

1997 Dolly the
sheep is cloned

2001 Foot and
mouth outbreak

2001 Twin Towers
attack

2004 Spirit Rover
lands on Mars

2003 British troops enter
Basra, Iraq

2003 Genetic make-up of
human species is unravelled

2007 Gordon Brown
becomes Prime Minister

2002 The euro becomes legal tender
in 12 European Union countries

1997 Diana, Princess of
Wales, dies in car crash

Harold Macmillan is
Prime Minister

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

2003 The Da Vinci Code
is published

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

1990s
Half of babies are born in
hospital, just over a third
at home and the remainder
in an NHS or private
maternity home. 
Two-thirds are breastfed. 
The average birth weight 
is 7lb 7oz for boys and 
7lb 2oz for girls. 

1958 1959

The National Child Development Study (NCDS) is following the lives of 17,000
people born in Great Britain in one week of 1958. The study has made, and
continues to make, a vital contribution to research and policy-making on
health, education, and other social issues. This timeline charts the key stages
in the lives of the NCDS cohort, highlights some of the study’s most
signif icant policy impacts, and chronicles major events and cultural changes
of the past 50 years. 

Centre for Longitudinal Studies
DIRECTOR: PROFESSOR HEATHER JOSHI OBE, FBA

Following lives from birth and through the adult years
CLS is an ESRC Resource Centre based at the Institute of Education, University of London
20 Bedford Way, London WC1H 0AL 
Tel +44 (0)20 7612 6875 Fax +44 (0)20 7612 6880 Email cls@ioe.ac.uk 

www.cls.ioe.ac.uk

1997 Tony Blair becomes
Prime Minister

1991 Freddie
Mercury dies
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1960s

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

1970s
The study’s findings are included in the
Plowden Report on primary education.
They show that, by age 7, children in
deprived areas already lag behind those in
more advantaged districts. This helps to
justify the creation of Educational Priority
Areas in the late-1960s.

Over half of boys
play sport most
days compared to a
third of girls.     
Over three-
quarters of girls
and 4 in 10 boys
help out with
cooking.
About three-
quarters of boys
make models
compared to just
over a quarter of
girls. 
Two-thirds of girls
and about 1 in 7
boys sew or knit.

Research based on NCDS
establishes a link between smoking
in pregnancy and low birth weight.
This later leads to a change in the
advice given to expectant mothers
and to warnings appearing on
cigarette packets.   

The Equal Pay Act makes it unlawful for employers to
reward men and women differently. Over the next 30
years researchers use the study to provide evidence on
the gender pay gap and the reasons for its existence.   

Most English LEAs have by now abolished the 11-plus. Research
from the study supports this decision by revealing that selective
education has little impact on the achievements of brighter pupils
but disadvantages other children.

The Youth Training Scheme is
introduced in response to rising
unemployment among 16 to 17-
year-olds. Research from the
study on issues such as gender
differences in apprenticeship
experiences helps to shape youth
training and employment policies
over the next two decades. 

Evidence from NCDS on the long-term
impact on children of growing up in a
home with a jobless father influences
government policy on unemployment.NC
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1Half of mothers

and a third of
fathers read to
their child every
week.  
Over 8 in 10
mothers and over
two-thirds of
fathers take their
children on walks
or other outings
every week. 
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E7 Boys are more likely

than girls to smoke
(38/34%) and drink
alcohol (52/40%).
Half of girls want to get
married before they are
21 compared to a third
of boys. 
Almost three-quarters of
girls want to start a
family by age 25
compared to just over
half of boys. 
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1980S

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969

About a third of men
and over half of
women are married.
A third of women and
almost 1 in 5 men are
parents. 
About 8 in 10 men
and two-thirds of
women are in paid
work. 
A third of women and
1 in 5 men are
owner-occupiers.

1962 Val Singleton
joins Blue Peter

1966 Action Man
is toy of the year

1965 the Beatles film 
Help! is released

1965 and the
hills are alive
with the Sound
of Music

1966 England win 
the World Cup

1969 man steps
on the Moon

1972 Unemployment 
rises to one million 1977 Punk hits

Britain
1978 Grease is

released

1980 John Lennon is
assassinated in New York

1985 Live Aid

1984 Seb Coe wins
in Los Angeles

1979 Margeret Thatcher becomes
Britain’s first woman Prime Minister

1970 Jon Pertwee becomes
the third doctor

1981 Royal wedding
fever grips the
nation as Charles
and Diana marry

1976 Long hot
summer

1989 the fall of
the Berlin Wall

1984 Ronald Reagan
re-elected

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989

1982 Falklands War1977 The Apple II, the world's first
"practical" PC, goes on sale
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2000s 1958-2008
Top-up fees for university
students are introduced in
England and Wales. This policy is
influenced by study findings
showing how a university degree
affects future earnings.

The ‘baby bond’ scheme, aimed at
providing a nest-egg for 18-year-olds,
is announced by the Chancellor,
Gordon Brown. The initiative is
underpinned by the study’s findings
on the health and social benefits of
asset ownership in early adulthood. 

Paid maternity leave is extended from 18
to 26 weeks. The decision stems partly
from NCDS research revealing how
maternal employment in the first year of
life impacts on children’s development.  

NCDS evidence showing that upgrading adult
basic skills leads to improved employment, health
and social outcomes is used by the Moser
Committee (1997-1999). Its recommendations
trigger the ‘Skills for Life’ strategy and initiatives
such as the ‘Gremlins’ TV campaign. 

A government-commissioned independent
inquiry into Inequalities in Health includes
evidence from the study. Its report
contributes to the establishment of Health
Action Zones. 

The Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, promises to abolish
child poverty by 2020.
This pledge, and the
establishment of the Sure
Start programme for
pre-school children, are
influenced by NCDS
findings showing the
long-term consequences
of childhood disadvantage. 

Two-thirds of men and over 7 in 10
women are married.
Two-thirds of women and about 6 in 10
men are parents. 
About 9 in 10 men and two-thirds of
women are in paid work. 
About 7 in 10 men and women are
owner-occupiers. 
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3 Two-thirds of women
say they do most of the
cooking and a quarter
say it is shared equally
with their partner.        
Nearly three-quarters
of men say they do
most of the DIY and 
1 in 5 says it is shared
equally with their
partner.   
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2 A third of men and women
say they are in excellent
health but a third have a
long-standing illness.  
Two-thirds of men and half
of women drink alcohol on
2 or 3 days a week or
more, about a quarter of
men and women smoke,
and over half of men and
women exercise regularly. 
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50 years of the 
National Child Development Study
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1990 Poll Tax Riots and the
end of Thatcherism

1994 Nelson Mandela elected
President of South Africa

1997 Dolly the
sheep is cloned

2001 Foot and
mouth outbreak

2001 Twin Towers
attack

2004 Spirit Rover
lands on Mars

2003 British troops enter
Basra, Iraq

2003 Genetic make-up of
human species is unravelled

2007 Gordon Brown
becomes Prime Minister

2002 The euro becomes legal tender
in 12 European Union countries

1997 Diana, Princess of
Wales, dies in car crash

Harold Macmillan is
Prime Minister

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

2003 The Da Vinci Code
is published

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

1990s
Half of babies are born in
hospital, just over a third
at home and the remainder
in an NHS or private
maternity home. 
Two-thirds are breastfed. 
The average birth weight 
is 7lb 7oz for boys and 
7lb 2oz for girls. 

1958 1959

The National Child Development Study (NCDS) is following the lives of 17,000
people born in Great Britain in one week of 1958. The study has made, and
continues to make, a vital contribution to research and policy-making on
health, education, and other social issues. This timeline charts the key stages
in the lives of the NCDS cohort, highlights some of the study’s most
signif icant policy impacts, and chronicles major events and cultural changes
of the past 50 years. 

Centre for Longitudinal Studies
DIRECTOR: PROFESSOR HEATHER JOSHI OBE, FBA

Following lives from birth and through the adult years
CLS is an ESRC Resource Centre based at the Institute of Education, University of London
20 Bedford Way, London WC1H 0AL 
Tel +44 (0)20 7612 6875 Fax +44 (0)20 7612 6880 Email cls@ioe.ac.uk 

www.cls.ioe.ac.uk

1997 Tony Blair becomes
Prime Minister

1991 Freddie
Mercury dies
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